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iKHBSian^^ " 

"TJ^Seo STATUS P«OD FOR R^Y ,S SET TO EXPIRE , MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATE N. ^ ^ may a reply be timely r.ied 

' earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

St T)H Responsive to communications) filed on 8=27=99^00^^ " 
,-. • cimai 2Wn This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim® <s/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

eM Claim(s) 1=13 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10 )D The drawing.) fled on _ is/are: a)D accept, or b) D objected to by the Exam.ner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawmgO) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Applicant may q aDD roved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 i)D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)|_] approve 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C.§§ 119 and 120 

,3® Ac k no„,ed 9 men, is made o, a daim ,or,or e i 9 n priori., under 35 U.8.C 1 11 W«0 or <t> 
a>n All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

tH es of the certified copies of the priority document, ha ve been received in this National Stage 

anrjlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 z\a)). 
. see the allied Office action for a list of the ^ . ^ 

i 14)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domest.c priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to p 
a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional aPP^as been recede ^ 
1 5 )D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 

Attachment^ ^ g , nterview Summary (PT0 -41 3) Paper No(s). 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r-, Notjce q( lnforma , p atent Application (PTO-152) 

2) □ Notice of Draftspersons Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948 LJ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) U 
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1 Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following mventions or groups of inventions which 
are no. so linked as to form a single general mventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in response to thts action, 
to elect a s.ngle invention to which the clarms must be restricted. 
Group 1, claims 1-9 and 13, drawn to an apparatus. 
Group 11, claims 10-12, drawn to a method. 
2. The inventions listed as Groups 1 and II do no. relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Ru.e .3.1 because, under PCT Ru.e 13.2, a special technical feature 
which these claims share does not define a contention over the prior art. For example, 
the claims of Groups I and II share a coalescing mednun comprising a plurality of 
substantial elongate members as the special technical feature, which ,s considered to 
,ack novelty or an inventive step in view of US Patent 4,640,871 (see col. 1 line 66 
through col. 4 line 10). 

3. A telephone call was made to R. Michael Ananian on 8-8-02 to request an oral 
election to the above restnction requrrement, bu, did no. result in an election being made. 

4. AppHcan. is advised tha, the reply to this requtremen. to be complete mus. mclude 
an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1 143). 
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5 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter A. Hruskoci whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 AM 
to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. David Simmons, can be reached on (703) 308-1972. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 305-7718. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 
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Primary Examiner 
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